
1

www.dcyf.wa.gov

Department of Children, Youth, 
and Families

Frank Ordway, Director of Government Affairs and Community Engagement

Genevieve Stokes, Government Affairs Advisor

October 22, 2019

http://www.dcyf.wa.gov/


2

2020 Legislative Session Preview
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Submitted DCYF Agency Request Legislation List
Topic Brief Summary

Reports improvement
Includes early learning and juvenile rehabilitation reports, goal of increasing transparency and 

usefulness of data presented, while reducing staff effort.

Six Month Trial Return Home
Substitutes requirement for six month trial return with “until the court determines there is no 
longer the need for continued intervention. Casework supervision by the department shall not 
exceed six months unless authorized by the court.”

Early Achievers and ECEAP 

providers remedial activities

Clarifying language for early learning providers participating in our quality rating improvement 

program to ensure maintenance of subsidy eligibility during certain rating activities.

Child abuse prevention 
federal requirements

Expands protections related to civil and criminal liability related to medical evaluations and 

consultations that are performed in good faith and without gross negligence.

Child care and foster care 

licensing improvements

Clarifying language to improve efficiency, reduce confusion, and limit liability of the agency. 

Technical Corrections
Correcting a few remainingoversights in the creation of DCYF
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Submitted DCYF Decision Package List –Early Learning
Topic Brief Summary C¢9Ωǎ ŀƴŘ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ

ECEAPSpecial 

Needs Rate

Creationof a special needs rate add on for ECEAP slots.
$997,000

WCCCRate 

Restructure

Moves WCCCrates to a monthly rate more in line with 
private pay child care. Placeholder–Could be almost cost neutral

Standards 

Alignment

Support

Provides financial support to providers coming into 

alignment with new child care rules. $3 million

Center QI 
Awards& NSHB

Expands quality improvement and non-standard hours
bonus to licensed child care centers. $722,000

Provider 

Professional

Development

Provides scholarshipsand other supports for providers 

to come into alignment with state and federal education 

and competencies requirements

Placeholder
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Submitted DCYF Decision Package List –Child Welfare
Topic Brief Summary C¢9Ωǎ ŀƴŘ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ

AchievingSafe & 

Stable Placements

A number of investmentsto address youth who stay in hotels and experience 

significant placement disruptions.
6FTE’s and $6.74 million

ReducingCaseloads Adding additionalstaff to reduce caseloads in CFWS. 20 FTE’s and $2.74 million

Timelinessof Home 

Studies

Additional staff to increase the speed of home studies, especially for kin. 17.5 FTE’s and $1.952 million

Background Checks
Additional staff toreview cases where a provider or placement has a criminal history 
but could be cleared for work or placement

15 FTE and $1.939 million

Increased AGO TheAGO is asking for additional funding to address AAG caseloads $3.8 million

ImproveParent Child 

Visits

Increases the ratepaid for parent child visitation services to ensure that parents and 

children can visit each other regularly.
3 FTE’s and $17.472 million

Waiver Shortfall

DCYF closed out it’s Title IV-E waiver onSeptember 31st, 2019.  As part of reconciling 

expenditures, DCYF discovered a significant shortfall in funding for increases to 

staffing and other costs that occurred during the waiver.

$25 million

FPAWS Settlement A placeholderfor possible increases to the Level 1 Foster Parent payments Placeholder

Intake Efficiencies
Fundingis requested to build an online portal for mandatory reporters, lessening 

the workload and call volume on child abuse intake lines
$281,000
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Submitted DCYF Decision Package List –Juvenile Rehab
Topic Brief Summary C¢9Ωǎ ŀƴŘ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ

JRto 25
Additionalresources and staff to implement JR to 25. 61.5FTE’s and $10.266 million

Safeand Therapeutic 

Environment

Additional staff toensure JR’s youth and staff are safe and in a therapeutic 
environment.

24.7 FTE’s and $3.249 million

Submitted DCYF Decision Package List –Program Support
Topic Brief Summary C¢9Ωǎ ŀƴŘ CǳƴŘƛƴƎ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ

AgencyInfrastructure
Additionalstaff necessary to administer DCYF back office functions including HR and 

fiscal supports.
23 FTE’s and $2.8 million

ITInfrastructure
Funding is needed toget DCYF on a unified IT network, which eliminates risk for 
sharing highly confidential information and improves business processes.

$4.5million

Tribal Investments
Additional positions within DCYFto review child welfare cases for ICW compliance, 
increase work with tribes around juvenile justice issues

3 FTE and $409,000

Agency Performance 

Improvement

Additional staff and resources tocontinue work on performance based contracting 
and develop QA/CQI practices inside DCYF

8 FTE and $1.5 million

Adolescent Programs
Addingtwo staff to the newly formed Adolescent Programs Division to ensure the 
development of a strategic approach to adolescent issues across DCYF and the State

2.0FTE and $343,000
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Early Learning Facilities Grant Program 
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$10,000

Facilities 
Pre-Design 

Grant

Example:

To conduct feasibility study 
for creating a child care 
center or family  home.

$100,000

Minor Renovations and 
Repairs Grant

Example:

Upgrading the existing 
building and the site to 

meet current requirements.

$800,000

Major Construction, 
Major Renovation and 

Facility Purchase

Example:

Construction, major 
renovation and facility 

purchase for early learning.

How Much Can Be Awarded and Types of Capital Grants
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Å Family Child Care Homes

Å Child Care Centers

Å Developers of housing and community 
facilities

Å Community and technical colleges

Å Educational Service Districts (ESD)

Å Local governments

Å Federally recognized tribes in Washington

Å Religious affiliated entities

Who Should Apply for the Grants?
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Month Timeframe Process Activities 

Oct - Dec 2 Months Applications open
ELF grant application becomes available. All applications submitted 

electronically through ZoomGrants by the deadline date.

Dec- Jan 2 Months Applications Reviewed & ScoredELF Committee reviews and scores all applications.

Jan 1 Month Awarded Applicants Selected ELF Committee selects grant recipients.

Feb 2 Weeks Award Letter
Grant recipients receive award letters from Commerce with information on 

contracting process to receive funding.

Feb- March 1 Month Contract

Once all contract requirements are met, contract drafting begins. After 

grantee accepts all contract terms, contract is then signed by Commerce and 

grantee and is fully executed.

Two Years Two Years Project Implementation ELF grant requires a grantee to complete the project within two years. 

Early Learning Facilities Grant Process Time Line
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Å Commerce website provides all the guidelines and procedures 
on how to apply for ELF Grant.

Å ELF online grant application are available now. All 
applications must be submitted electronically through 
ZoomGrants and are due to Commerce no later than 5 p.m. 
on Monday, December 2, 2019.

Å Visit: https://www.commerce.wa.gov/building-
infrastructure/capital-facilities/early-learning-program/ 

How to Apply
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Child Care and Early Learning –Understanding 
the Cost of a Quality Continuum
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Å ECEAP rates study

Å HB 1344
Å Regional child care industry needs assessment to better understand child 

care access and affordability. Includes an industry facilities needs 
assessment.

Å HB 1391
Å DCYF report on the “cliff effect” in the child care subsidy system, 

recommendations on differential ECEAP slot rates, and a plan to blend 
CCDF and ECEAP funds for extended day slots.

Å ECEAP entitlement

Current Efforts
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Questions

Contact:

The Office of Government Affairs & Community Engagement
dcyf.govaffairs@dcyf.wa.gov


